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Book Review 
Lours L. SNYDER, ed., Hitler's Third Reich: A Documentary History. 
Chicago: Nelson-Hall, 1981. 619 pp. 
In this excellent book, the distinguished historian of German na-
tionalism , Louis Snyder , "aims to tell the story of the Third Reich ex-
clusively in documents." He succeeds admirably. Despite the flood of 
publications since 1945 on Hitler , Nazism, and World War II, this is 
the first complete documentary history of that tragic era. Snyder presents 
a variety of documents , each prefaced with a short introduction, that 
include official Nazi publications , reports, speeches, and excerpts from 
diaries, letters, radio talks, and court files. The result is an account that 
dramatically conveys the flavor and events of Hitler 's Germany. 
There are 143 documents , spanning the period from 1919 to 1946. 
The most vindictive parts of the Versailles Treaty , plus Article 48 of the 
Weimar Constitution and several of Hitler 's early anti -Semitic and na-
tionalist speeches chronicle his rise to power. The author could have 
added to this section, however, by including news and police reports 
showing how the Nazis combined terrorism with propaganda. The bulk 
of the documents illustrating the early years of the Nazi regime ( 1933-
37) are excerpts from the laws that quickly replac ed the Weimar de-
mocracy with totalitarianism. Snyder has incorporated the most no-
torious decrees , such as the Enabling Act and the Nuremberg race laws, 
and lesser known ones on the civil service , labor , inheriting property, 
the churches , and the army's personal oath to the Fuehrer. 
Hitler's Third Reich also carefully documents the coming of World 
War II and the war itself, reprinting captured Nazi records that reveal 
Hitler's aggression. Among them are decrees, eye-witness accounts, and 
news reports about Nazi concentration camps and the persecution of 
the Jews. But what is missing is a sample of the records dealing with 
the "Final Solution" or Jewish annihilation, such as reports of the SS 
(Hitler's Elite Guard) and minutes of the famous Wansee Conference 
in January 1942. The story of the German resistance to Hitler could also 
have been improved by including transcripts from the trials of the July 
1944 conspirators , thereby revealing the heroism of the traitors and the 
brutality of Nazi justice. 
Despite these omissions, Snyder has provided us with an important 
work. The translations are accurate, and the author has carefully selected 
most of the documents necessary for illuminating the problems of Hitler 
and Nazism. 
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